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U,e Amendment April a200t D^,*..*,^...,,.,^^^ 

by son* ote who de^nrf ta ^ chims wre proper , y 

restriction among claims 1 86-297 is not now warranted 

MPEP in ««. «. for a restriction reouta™ (cmphasis added) . 

MPEP § 803 clarifies (emphasis added): 

and no restriction is proper. nuraen. 
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ilfL *™*° d ' prising the steps of: 

* consumers in which 
providing in^^^Kj"^ ^ firSt md ^ 

*e Urn sector being^S ^ lW ° Becta »- 

mediation Servi cc S in L first Stll^ * " ^ ° f ^ 016 

Plurahry of applicants for the to^^jTS^"? app,icatioT,s <nadc by a 
the qualifications of the appIfcES * ° f the formation relating to 

of lenders; PPhCantS relat,Ve t0 "ndenvriting standard, of a plasty 

storing the application information in a datah^. 
undenting «3S£3 ^o 0 ^ inf0,m8ti0n f ™"* 

standards 0 f a S^cftiWfc^ ^ 
those lc nders having / nden ^' 2J«^«> applicant, fro™ among 
an mdtcium of the identity of the ISbfS app,,Cant me «s 

interest rate and fees; ajid ^ best combination of low 

Plurality of I^^S^S^^^^^ 
-critag the dosed ^^2*- d ^-e with information 

loans or '-"^^ - -*» or t hc 

Party for intermediation of !m«SZ/n* ' transacti ™ «*■ paid by a 

fees payabie by the party foTnT^lZnl^nZT ^Ctfi 
offering to parties^tklT ! ^sacftons ,„ the second sector- 
access to the informatfon ^Ztl^o^T^T * 
Pncng suneduie providing reductionSn't^ ^ U " der fl P^arranged 
***** for intermediation se^Sovid^ ° f ^ inf °™™ « fees 
The subject matter of Gro, T aCt, ° nS " ^ «" 

SECTION Z - CLASS DEFINITION 

•nfs fs the Generic rUco ^ ^ 

for performing SLtSSi £2TV nd COrres P°ndIng methods 
significant change in^Kd£ B 0 S? raB * ' in wh,ch a 
operations w^n^^^^J^ catenation 
for or utilized in the pr^SS^S,SKf 0d ' S unique| y desi 3ned 
-terprise, or in the P~-3^KS^ —^"of an 
This class aJso provide"; fnr ^ 

for performing *bt^ffS!^£«^P»ndln9 method 
charge for goods or irvkS to SSSSS" 9 Of>6rati0nS in whi ^ a 
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This class additionally provides for subject matter described in the 
two paragraphs above in combination with cryptographic apparatus 
or method. 

SCOPE OF THE CLASS 

1. The arrangements in this class are generally used for problems 
relating to administration of an organization, commodities or 
financial transactions. 

1 AUTOMATED ELECTRICAL FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS 
PRACTICE OR MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENT: 

This subclass is indented under the class definition. Subject matter 
... in which there is a significant change in the data or for 
performing calculation operations wherein the apparatus or method 
is uniquely designed for or utilized in the practice, artministrarirm nr 
management of an enternrkP. or in th« of fina „ f T a '/ £>7 

(3) Note. The arrangements In this and its indented subclasses are 
generally used for problems relating to administration nf»n 

Organization. rnmmnH|»| m ) fjnanrial tran s action*, nr r P rro a »i»» 

35 Finance (e.g., banking, investment or credit).* 

This subclass is indented under subclass 1. Subject matter drawn 

at ^^ m P uterize i arran 9ement for Planning th»Hi«n~«H ^ 

pf funds or securities, or extension of credit- . 



B. 

705/35 



Group II (claims 187-239 and 252-263): the Classification Proposed in the 
705ft5 Ct, ° n ReqUirement b Incorrect ~ Group U Should be Searched in 



The Restriction Requirement of July 2004 proposes to classify Group H in class 707, 
subclass 37. The Patent Office's web site indicates that there is no such class and subclass. 

Further, the subject matter of Group n does not fall within class 707. The definition of 
class 707 reads as follows: 

2^?2.?? 7: DATA PRO CESSING: DATABASE AND 
FILE MANAGEMENT OR DATA STRUCTURES 
SECTION I - CLASS DEFINITION 

This is the generic class for data processing apparatus and 
corresponding methods for the retrieval of data stored in a 
database or as computer files. 

This class provides for data processing means or steps for 
hSS* q I 3 "" 1 '"^"'"tlnn rlata or file^ (e.g., relational, network, 
hierarchical, and entity-relationship models). 
This class also provides for data processing means or steps for 
generic data, file and directory upkeeping, file naming, and file and 
database maintenance including integrity consideration, recovery 
and versioning. J ' 
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RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER CLASSES 
A. Database and File Accessing 

(2) Note. The combination of details of database technoloov N »h 

newness d^ pror^slnfl iRda^^iS^Sil ?i 
(4) Note. This class area is directed to ojjneric, method* anri ' 

C. File and Database Maintenance 

InS database £££ ?u5J5IT ° f data " Fi,e "TO* 

Claim 225, one „f the independent clai™ of a™* D. recites as f„„„ ws: 

Clata 225 teci.es no limitations re laUn g to «„ rslnl2i „ 8 md inter . relati „ e „ 

« . ->--«-— I— * ^ pnocessittg „ ^ s „ ch 

**«*i-«*» |B « 1- ,. llJtaM 

Management Arrangement"). 
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"i w.i wroup iu Should be Searched in 705/35 

5U bc, Z T CU °" RB< " J,reTOnl °" U,y 2004 TO - 10 * "> — 707 

.0. As „o,ed above i„ con^on „ ilh Oroup n. ,he s„o je « m a„er of G[oup m ^ 

10 Distributed or remote access: 

This subclass is indented under subclass i cm* ► 

to management of distributed i^ISSS^ TV Sub J ect ma "er directed 

retrieval, and retrieval S d?rlb^f h * e d8 ?J? nd 0,6 access a "d 

or remote site database data and files from a centralized 

No claim of Group in is limited to "distributed databases » 

Claim 241 . one of the independent claims of Group m, recites as follows: 

241 . A computer programmed to; 

provide intermediation data oroee«scnno f.,«~*;~ t 
of financial products in distinct <W g l 10nS for •"•nations in a class 
•sectors being^ origin* io u2t^ ^ SeCt ° fS ' the firet and sec °"d 
market parUdpa^nd ° f products of th * class among 

mfonmdor. capita £££2 I £l t ?^" bei " 8 

sector. providing intermediation services in the first 

Subclass rrr 8 " *" C,aSS,fiCati0n ° f Gn,UP m int ° ^ ~ * «. co-ct 
Subclass t, though less specific, would also be correct. 

D. Group IV (claims 264-286): the Clasril™**™., tk. 
~»**«-*-«»rtd«-l«, SSi , -tllrt-8M 

of indepeaden, Oa™ of Group nr. re* 8 as foUov,, ' *" 

dot**.; f«K Offerors, and stonnl!lhe i„ fomialion in a 
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closed financial products; and '"formation describing the 

making the database available to DartW nn * o~ j 
financial products. PMUe8 0n a Sec °n<tory market for the 

Claim 264 relates to "Finance (e.g., banking, investment or credit) " th, u- 
subclass 35 a ... wmwai or credit), the subject matter of 

35. A ^ „„„ led onJy t0 8uWass , may ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

5 808.02 ( Were, however, ,he classified j.^ Md 

^hcla* ^subclass ,705/35 or 705/» n„ $lmK 

03 OT 705/1 '- "o reasons exist forresoiction. 

1 86. A method, comprising the steps of 
^^^S^i^^?^ burners in which 

oUetuk^ ^ ™ m ™*tvr t p n njW wnftng stands „f ... rj^ jj^ 
spring the ■ppHnwfftp information in „ h^^. 



Response to Restriction Requirement 7 

PAGE 8(10 * RCVD AT 8/9/2804 4:26:54 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' S VR: USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2 1 272881 1 1 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



FROM WILLKIE FARR 37FAX DEPT 

« * * * Application Serial No. 09/370,619 
Attorney Docket No. 1 14459-05 



(MOH) 8. 9' 04 16: 31/81 16: 28/NO. 4261629456 P 9 



submitting the obtained information for matching against 
underwriting standards of the offerors; 

matching the applicants' information against underwriting 
standards of a plurality of lenders, and identifying to each applicant, from among 
those lenders having underwriting standards thai the respective applicant meets, 
an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best combination of low 
interest rate and fees; and 

essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a 
plurality of the loans or lines of credit* updating the database with information 
describing the closed loans or lines of credit; and 

the second sector being a secondary market for buying and selling or the 
loans or lines of credit, the intermediation services in the second sector including: 

providing intermediation services in the second sector pursuant to 
a predetermined pricing schedule providing credits for transaction fees paid by a 
party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for redemption against 
fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second sector, 

offering to parties in the second sector real-time or near real-time 
access to the information in the database, the offer being under a prearranged 
pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the information as fees 
increase for intermediation services provided for transactions in the first sector. 

264. A method for performance by a provider of computer information 
services, comprising the steps of: 

during an application process for financial products offered by a plurality 
of offerors, obtaining information describing solicitations made by a plurality of 
applicants for the financial products and submitted for matching against 
underwriting standards of the offerors, and storing the solicitation information in a 
database; 

essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of 
the financial products, updating the database with information describing the 
closed financial products; and 

making the database available to parties on a secondary market for the 
financial products. 

Because claim 186 is in the elected group, any search of Group I nearly inevitably results in a 
search of Group IV as well. Similarly, the subject matter of Groups II and III will inevitably be 
searched in a search of Group L Similarly, a search of claims 288, 289, 295 and 296 (from 
Group 1) will result in searches of at least the independent claims of the other Groups. 

Because no "serious" burden exists in searching Groups II, III and IV simultaneously 
with Group I, the claims are appropriately examined together. 
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Further, Applicant suggests that the search burden between th^ r 
^ous" in ljg ht of the Office Action of October 2002 that " ^ * * 



IV. Conclusion 

Shou.d the retirement for restriction be made fina] , ^ Exim , ner 

requested to state on the record that the claim* in each m , m «*pectfully 

. . "<ums in each group are patentable (navel an H 

nonobvious) over each other. 

impede allows. Inthe event .ha,, ^"^'""'"""o'^^^totat would 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 

Dated -* August 9, 7 nod 




D^vid/E. Boundy 
Registration No. 36,4i 

WJ1.LK1EFARR & GALLAGHER LLP 
787 Seventh Ave. 

New York, New York 10019 
(212)728-8000 
(212)728^8111 Fax 
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